


Empire Day
At. assembly on t.he morning of Friday,

May 23, t.he: Headmast.er addressed t.he school
on t.he subject. of "Empire Day. ,.

He reminded t.he t.hat t.he day had
been originally kept. ast.he birthda.y of the
lat.e Queen Vict.oria of gracious memory, alld
reminded t.hem of the duties t.hev owed to
t.he day which was now kept. up t.; celebrate
t.he greatneS'8 of t.he British Empire, which
had made such great. st.rides in powel' and
prosperit.y during the reign of the late
Queen.

The Psalm that. had been read as the lesson
for the day greatneS'8
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to trip a man up, the a,im of Rhetoric was: to
persluade. The Dialogue form appealed only
to the reason, Rhetoric appealeCl more parti
cularly to the' emotions.

Modern debating seemed to be' an amalga
m.ation of both methods, for the aim of the
modern debater is not only to crush his
opponent's arguments, but also to persuade
his hearers.

The debating society is really a modern
creation. Buckle in his "Hi~Jtoryof Civilisa
tion" says that debating societles as we know
them started late in t,he 18th century, but
that as a rule they were short-lived. The
]1'rench Rc!volution gave a great impetus to
thought, and this thought found an expres'
sian in debating societies. The Bishop in
stanced some of the subjects that Mr. Cham
berlain had found among the old records of
the debating society formcd about this time'
in Birmingham. One was "vVhich of the
four cardina,l vIrtucs is the greatest?" The
clpea.ker confessed his ina,bility to raise
any enthusias'111 over this subject. Another
was, "Is privatfl admonition, or public re
buke?, of vice of more use to socie,ty?" If
this quest,ion were debated by the Hutchins
School Society the Bishop expressed a. wish
to be present. The last, debate of the Birm
ingham Society was on the question, "vVas
Brutus justifIed in killing Cresar 1" This was
a most innocent-looking subject, but it led to
a riot which, had it not been stopped in time
by the police, might have become general
throughout the town. But it must be re
membered that. this debate took place within
a short lllOnth of the September massacres in
Paris, and within two months of the death of
Louis XVI. at the guillotine. At any rate,
this killed debating societies in Birmingham,
and there was not another there for 50
years.

The speaker also referred to the debate in
"Pendennis," where Arthur delivered IllS

speech on the subject, "vVas the Pa,rliament
justified in executing King Charles I. ?"

The range of subjects suited to modem
debating societies had increasecl immenselv,
and such societies had great power for good.
Tbe great difficlllty generally was in indlJc
ing members to speak They usually took

refuge in the statement that they could not
speak, and that men of eloquence wea:e born,
not madel. But what is eloquencel? l.¥lerely
the faculty of speaking out, of sa,ying pla,in
ly, forcibly, simply wha,t you think. But
they should be careful not to speak unles3
they have something to "-'ay. But a celtain
amount of eloquence, was within the power
of everyone. Say what you think, and gi ve
your reason. If your reason stands the test
of attack, good; if not, so much the better,
then you have got rid of an unsound argu
ment.

But they must be prepared to speak.
vVhen they knew wha,t the subject of debate
was, let them all think it over, read it up,
talk about it to others, and so prepare them
selves that thev would come with some ideas
on the subject. The next great t,hing was
to st,rive to enunciate clearly, to produce
your words, their vowels and consonants
clearly.

Again the ideas must be clea,r in tllCi minds
of the, speaker, and the arrangement of them
also clear. Don't let them be like the Inem
bel' of Parliament who delivered himself of
the following: "I ,lm greatly concerned at
the vast increase in the number of suicides.
Some means of prevention should be devised
without delay. I ask that this House pass
,m Act to render suicide a, capital otlo'I1ce.",
At aH costs let, them clearlv realise what they
did mean. • "

Anothel' word of advice, "Sneak to the
point." U nfortuna,t.ely many spe;akers pro
ceeded on Lewis Carroll's mock-mathema,tj(;al
proposition: "Let it be granted that a dis
cWE,ion can be ra'ised on any point at nfor195.8.",
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Our Magazil)e.
We desire to thank all those who ha.v81 sent

articles for publication, and regret that. space
will not permit us to give our 〷〠ㄠ呦ਰ⸰㐵㠲〠㈲‰‰㠳‹㘳⸳㌵潦ㄶ⁔洊⡨愮瘸ㄩ呪䵃 䕔ੂ吊⽔ㅟ〠ㄠ㐳‰‾㹂䑃 㤮㌰〹㜠〸㌠㤶㌮㌳㕰敲畳楮朹〮㐸⁔洊⡮潴⥔樊䕔ੂ吊⽓畳灥捴‼㰯䍯湦‰‾㹂䑃 㙭ਨぴ漩呪ਹ⸲′ㄠ㠠〸㌠㤶㌮㌳㔸栰洴㠠呭ਨ灥牭楴⥔樊䕍䌠吊䉔ਸ਼⸰㐳湤睩氱‴㡔獥湴睩氱†呭ਨ畳⥔樊㌹㌱㌠〠〷ㄠㄠ㠮㈰㐸″㤰⸴㠲ㄲ捬敳坥

瑯瑨潳攀whodesire
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ment for purchasing J~·sse stovcs for the
schoolrooms. They are a. decided success,
a,nd a. great improvement on oven fireplace8.

The new desks ordel'E~d some tIme ago from
Mes9rs. E. J. Forbes and Son, Sydney, have
not yet arrived, but we expect to ha.ve the.m
ready before we reatssemble in July.

Weare wa.tching with interest. the growth
of the new Christ's College buildings. They
will consist of laboratories for chemistry and
physics, four large classrooms, and

They
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ccited silver coms were,






